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How decorative finishes shape modern packaging
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Packaging today does more than hold a product.

It is creating a feeling before the product is ever

experienced.

Surface, texture, reflection, and finish all

influence how a brand is perceived at first glance

and in-hand. A package may feel soft and

understated. Bold and reflective. Clean and

minimal. Or more layered and expressive.

More brands are thinking beyond color alone

and using finish, texture, and reflection to shape

how packaging feels in real life.

The strongest packaging systems rarely rely on

one element alone. They rely on how color,

texture, light, and surface work together.
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Some finishes are designed to command attention immediately. Others create impact more quietly.

Silk coatings soften light and color across the surface, creating a quieter look that feels calm, modern, and

intentionally understated.

Often associated with:

wellness-inspired branding

tonal packaging

soft luxury aesthetics

modern minimalism

elevated candle and fragrance collections

Silk finishes often create a softer, more relaxed visual feel. Colors appear softer. Reflection feels reduced. The overall

package feels more restrained without losing presence.

For brands looking to create a quieter premium aesthetic, softened surfaces continue to play an important role. 

The most memorable packaging is not always the loudest.
Often, it is the most intentional.

Soft Diffusion
JAFE DECORATING

03

The understated presence of silk coatings

Best suited for:

wellness collections

neutral or tonal color palettes

quiet luxury aesthetics

understated luxury positioning



Reflective Color
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Where softer finishes diffuse light, colored chrome allows brands to control how light interacts with the surface.

Colored chrome can create anything from bold, mirror-like reflections to a more refined, satin appearance. By layering a

gloss or soft frosted coating over the chrome, the finish can be tuned to match the desired aesthetic while maintaining

depth and richness.

Reflective finishes are increasingly being used to create:

statement fragrance packaging

seasonal collections

prestige-inspired visuals

collectible product aesthetics

modern luxury branding

Whether the goal is high shine or a more muted metallic effect, reflective finishes create movement and depth that evolve

as lighting changes.

Reflection becomes another design element, not just a finish.
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The versatility of colored chrome

Best suited for:

launch collections

premium packaging

statement branding

refined metallic aesthetics

layered decorative finishes



Best suited for screen printing:

bold logos

minimal branding systems

clean premium aesthetics

Best suited for sublimation:

artistic collections

highly visual storytelling

full-wrap decoration concepts

Surface Storytelling
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Different decoration techniques create very different first impressions.

Screen printing often supports:
crisp branding
intentional simplicity

strong contrast

clean visual hierarchy

Sublimation allows for:
immersive full-surface visuals
layered imagery
gradients and transitions
highly expressive artwork applications

Both approaches change the way artwork feels once it’s applied to the package.

Some brands want packaging that feels clean and refined. Others want something more expressive and immersive.

The strongest decoration choices support not only the
artwork, but the overall feeling the brand is trying to create.
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Precision branding and immersive decoration



Quiet Luxury &
High Contrast
The amount of shine on a package can completely change how it feels

in-hand and on-shelf.

Matte finishes often feel:

soft

grounded

restrained

modern

editorial

Gloss finishes often feel:

polished

energetic

luminous

high-impact

retail-forward

These subtle finish differences change how color, branding, and decoration come across as a whole.

Many modern packaging systems now balance both, using contrast between matte and gloss surfaces to

create depth and visual rhythm.

Contrast is becoming more important than excess.

Best suited for matte:

quiet luxury aesthetics

tonal branding

contemporary minimalism

Best suited for gloss:

vibrant collections

visibility-driven packaging

reflective decorative accents
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How sheen changes perception



Increasingly, packaging is moving beyond single-finish decoration.

More brands are layering finishes and textures together to create packaging that feels more

dimensional and intentional.

This may include:

silk coatings with reflective chrome accents

matte surfaces paired with gloss details

sublimation combined with precise graphic elements

tonal decoration layered with selective contrast

These combinations create packaging that feels more intentional and visually balanced.

In many cases, the contrast between finishes creates more impact than a single finish on its own.

Surface is becoming part of how brands
communicate identity.

Surface Composition
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Layering finishes for depth and dimension

Best suited for:

elevated seasonal collections

luxury-inspired packaging

layered visual branding

highly curated product launches



The right decorative finish should support more than appearance alone.

It should support how the brand is experienced.

Questions worth considering:

What feeling should the package create in-hand and on-shelf?

Will the finish feel soft and atmospheric or bold and reflective?

How will different finishes interact under lighting?

Does the decoration support the overall brand direction?

Is the goal visibility, restraint, immersion, or contrast?

Which finish combinations create the strongest balance?

How will texture and reflection influence perceived value?

What visual experience should customers remember most?

The strongest packaging usually comes from thinking
about finish, texture, color, and reflection together rather
than separately.

Questions Worth
Asking Before
Choosing a Finish

JAFE DECORATING

08



Packaging is becoming more focused on texture, finish, and overall sensory experience.

Brands are increasingly exploring:

tonal decoration

reflective accents

layered finishes

soft-touch aesthetics

immersive surface design

contrast through texture and sheen

More brands are using finish and texture to shape how their packaging feels, not just how it looks.

Modern packaging is no longer experienced through
graphics alone. It is experienced through texture,
atmosphere, reflection, and light.
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The Future of
Surface Design
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Exploring a new
collection, finish direction,
or decoration concept?

LET’S CREATE SOMETHING THAT
FEELS INTENTIONAL.
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WE’D BE HAPPY TO TALK THROUGH IDEAS, FINISHES,
AND WHAT MIGHT WORK BEST FOR YOUR BRAND.
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